A Letter From Concerned Arts Organizations


June 24, 2009

Representative 

Connecticut General Assembly

Dear Representative 
We, the not-for-profit organizations that make up the State of Connecticut’s vibrant and internationally known arts sector, appeal to you for the continuation of the Commission on Culture and Tourism as an independent entity, and level funding for the arts within the Commission’s budget.  While we are all very aware of the fiscal reality of the state – in fact each of us has already made some of the very same difficult choices – we do believe strongly that any funding cuts to the Arts, Culture and Tourism programs will severely damage this important industry, and ultimately reduce state revenues further than what you are already anticipating.  What amounts to a small investment by the state, results in significant and crucial revenues to the state; it would be catastrophic to lose us – and you might.

248 arts organizations apply for and receive funds from the Commission on Culture and Tourism.  Our collective budgets total over $135 Million.  The total amount of grants awarded from the CCT is a mere $4,233,290 representing 3.1% of total budgets, and representing .00023% of the state budget. 

Our budgets range from $25,000 to $16 Million.  We are located in over 60 towns or cities, and we are in every county and region of the state.  

You already know the stats:

It has been determined that arts, culture and tourism account for $14 Billion in economic activity annually.  The ARTS ALONE generate over $3.8 billion in gross state product annually, including $2.6 billion in personal income.  

170,000 jobs – or a whopping 10% of the Connecticut Labor Force - come from arts, film, history and tourism.  Connecticut ranks as the 4th highest among the 50 states in number of artists in the workforce.  

Every $1 invested in culture and tourism returns $9.30 in state and local tax revenue.  Thought of in the reverse – for every $1 dollar cut from the Commission’s budget, the state potentially loses $9.30 in revenue.  For every $100,000 cut from the Commission’s budget, that is a potential loss of $930,000.  For every $1,000,000 cut, that is a potential loss of $9,300,000.  For every $4,233,000 cut, that is a potential loss of $39,366,000.  Can the state afford to lose this revenue?

Without matching dollars from the state, Connecticut will lose all of its funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.  That is free money coming into the state.  Can we afford to lose it?  To us, it does not make sense.

Aside from the economic statistics, there are values that the arts bring to Connecticut that are not necessarily quantifiable.  In a state that struggles to retain student graduates and competes to attract corporate business, arts and culture organizations are used to promote the state as an attractive place to live and work.  We better Connecticut communities.  Should you risk losing that?

In cities like Bridgeport, New Haven and Hartford, and elsewhere in the state, arts organizations offer education programs that have a direct impact on student mastery scores, thus improving the education and lives of millions of our youth and their families.  This could be lost altogether.

Thank you for your leadership in helping to ensure that the arts remain vital to the state of Connecticut.   We implore you to preserve the Commission on Culture and Tourism as an independent entity, and to reinstate funding for the arts to its current level.  

Sincerely,

Adam Battelstein & Company, Kent

Aglet Theatre, Sharon

Aldrich Museum, Ridgefield

Alliance Theater, New Haven

The American Clock & Watch Museum, Bristol

American Mural Project, Winsted

Ancient Burying Ground Association, Hartford

Artists Collective, Hartford

Arts and Crafts Association of Meriden, Inc./Gallery 53, Meriden

Arts Council of Greater New Haven, New Haven

Arts and Culture Collaborative, Waterbury

Artspace, New Haven 

Artwell Gallery and Community Center, Torrington

The Ballet School of Stamford, Stamford

Ballet Theatre Company, West Hartford

Billings Forge Community Works, Hartford

Brass City Ballet, Waterbury

Brookfield Arts Commission/Friends of the Arts of Brookfield, INC, Brookfield

Bruce Museum, Greenwich

The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts, Hartford

CAPA, Shubert Theater, New Haven

Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation, Hartford

Center for Contemporary Printmaking, Norwalk

Central Connecticut Civic Youth Orchestra

Charter Oak Performing Arts, New Haven

Cheney Hall, Manchester

Cheshire Community Theater, Cheshire

Children’s Dance Theater Connection, New Britain

Cinestudio, Hartford

CityCenter, Danbury

Community Partners in Action Prison Arts Program, Hartford

CONCORA (Connecticut Choral Artists), Hartford

Connecticut Ballet, Stamford

Connecticut Dance Alliance, Hartford

Connecticut Folk , Hamden

The Connecticut Forum, Hartford

Connecticut Gay Men’s Chorus, New Haven

Connecticut Guitar Society, Hartford

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford

Connecticut Landmarks, Hartford

Cornwall Library, Cornwall

Creative Arts Workshop, New Haven

Creative Community Building at the University of Connecticut.

Cultural Alliance of Fairfield County

Danbury Music Center, Danbury

Darien Arts Center, Darien

David M. Hunt Library, Falls Village (Canaan)

The Discovery Museum, Bridgeport

Downtown Cabaret Theatre, Bridgeport

Earl Mosley’s Institute of the Arts, Kent

Eastern Connecticut Ballet, East Lyme

Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra, New London

Ebony Horsewomen, Bloomfield/Hartford

Elm Shakespeare, New Haven

Eugene O’Neill Theater Center, Waterford

Fairfield Arts Council, Fairfield

Fairfield County Arts Association

Fairfield County Children’s Choir

Fairfield County Convention & Visitors Bureau

Fairfield Theatre Company, Fairfield 

Falcon Repertory Company, Inc, Trumbull

Farmington Valley Arts Center, Avon

Fine Arts Connection of Thomaston, Thomaston

Fineline Theatre Arts, New Milford

First Church of Christ Music Ministry, Glastonbury

Flock Theater, New London

Friends of Delphi, Inc, Thomaston

Friends of Elizabeth Park, West Hartford

The Gallery of Contemporary Art, Sacred Heart University. Fairfield

Garde Arts Center, New London

Goodspeed Opera House, East Haddam

Greater Bridgeport Symphony Youth Orchestras

Greater Hartford Arts Council, Hartford

Greater New Britain Arts Alliance, New Britain

Greenwich Arts Council, Greenwich

Greenwich Choral Society, Greenwich

Hamden Arts Commission, Hamden

The Hartford Chorale, Hartford

Hartford Jazz Society, Bloomfield

Hartford Stage Company, Hartford

Hartford Symphony Orchestra, Hartford

heartsinthearts.com, Meriden

Hill-Stead Museum, Farmington

Housatonic Valley Cultural Alliance, Danbury

Hygienic Art, New London

Institute for Community Research, Hartford

Interdistrict School for Arts and Communication, New London

International Festival of Arts and Ideas, New Haven

Jazz Haven, New Haven

Jewish Historical Society of Greater Hartford, West Hartford

Joyful Noise, Inc, Torrington

Judy Dworin Performance Project, Hartford

Kent Historical Society, Kent

Kent Singers, Kent

Kente Cultural Center, New London

Lift Every Voice and Sing Gospel Festival and Fair Organization, Hartford

Litchfield Historical Society, Litchfield

Litchfield Performing Arts

Litchfield Jazz Festival

Little Theatre of Manchester, Manchester

Long Wharf Theatre, New Haven

Lutz Children’s Museum, Manchester

Lyman Allyn Art Museum, New London

The Mark Twain House & Museum, Hartford

The Mendelssohn Choir of CT, Westport

Meriden Arts Council

Meriden Arts Trust, Inc.

Mortal Beasts & Deities, Falls Village (Canaan)

Music and Arts for Humanities

Music Mountain, Falls Village (Canaan)

Musicals at Richter Arts, Danbury

Mystic Ballet, Mystic

National Theatre of the Deaf, West Hartford

New Britain Museum of American Art, New Britain

New Haven Ballet, New Haven

New Haven Festivals Inc., New Haven

 

New Haven Office of Cultural Affairs, New Haven

New Haven Symphony Orchestra, New Haven

Northwest Connecticut Arts Council, Torrington

Norwalk Preservation Trust, Norwalk

Norwich Arts Council

Nutmeg Conservatory for the Arts,  Torrington

OBey Foundation, New Milford

OnStage at Connecticut College, New London

Orchestra New England, New Haven

Orchestra Summer '09, Meriden

Oxford Arts Council

Palace Theater, Waterbury

Plainville Wind Ensemble, Plainville

Project Troubador, Salisbury

Quick Center for the Arts at Fairfield University, Fairfield 

Real Art Ways, Hartford

Riverfront Recapture, Hartford

Salisbury Forum, Salisbury

Scoville Memorial Library, Salisbury

Seven Angels Theater, Waterbury

Shakesperience Productions, Waterbury

The Shamrock Traditional Irish Music Society, Inc, Fairfield 

Sharon Historical Society, Sharon

Sharon Millennium Fund, Sharon

Sherman Chamber Ensemble, Sherman

Shoreline Arts Alliance, Guilford

Silvermine Guild Arts Center, New Canaan

S. L. Richter Association for the Arts, Danbury

Southington Arts Council

The Spirit of Broadway Theater, Norwich

Stamford Art Association, Stamford

Stamford Symphony, Stamford

Stanley-Whitman House, Farmington

Stratford Arts Guild, Stratford

The Our Town Project, Winsted

TheaterWorks, Hartford

Thomaston Opera House, Thomaston

Torrington Symphony Orchestra, Torrington

TriArts Sharon Playhouse, Sharon

Trinity Arts Series, Torrington

Trinity-on-Main, New Britain

Trumbull Arts Commission, Trumbull

Valley Arts Council, Derby

Village Center for the Arts, New Milford

Wallingford Chorus, Wallingford

Warner Theatre, Torrington

Wesleyan University Center for the Arts, Middletown

Westport Country Playhouse, Westport

Windham Area Arts Collaborative

Windham Theater Guild, Willimantic

Woodland Concert Series, Hartford

Wooster School Arts Center, Wooster

WPKN-FM

Yale Art Gallery, New Haven

Yale Center for British Art, New Haven

Yale Repertory Theatre, New Haven
Young Audiences of CT, Hamden

